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EDUCATION 

PhD in Fisheries    Auburn University, Auburn, AL 

MS in Fisheries    Auburn University, Auburn, AL 

BS in Fisheries, Emphasis in Fish Culture and Water Quality    University of Washington, Seattle, WA 
Certified Fisheries Professional, American Fisheries Society 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

 
KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, Frankfort, KY 

Interim Chair, School of Aquaculture and Aquatic Science  (2/1/2023 to present). 

Associate Professor in Aquaculture – Physiology and Reproduction (7/2021 to present) 

Assistant Professor in Aquaculture – Physiology and Reproduction (4/2015 to 7/2021) 

Tenured position for Research (75%) and Teaching (25%).  Develop a research program addressing 
production and marketing issues facing the aquaculture industry relevant to small farms in the state of 
Kentucky and the region.  Conduct research on design and management of floating raceways, induced 
spawning and production of largemouth bass, holding systems for food fish, integrating aquaculture and 
water reuse for decommissioned wastewater treatment facilities, aquaponics, and culture of paddlefish. 
Develop curriculum for entry level undergraduate course, implementing both dual credit and online sections. 
Teach Fish Morphology/ Physiology (AQU 412, 512), Fisheries for an Educated Consumer (AQU 201), 
Survey of Production Methods (AQU 451/551), and co-teach Fish Reproduction Lab (AQU 428,528). 
 
WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY (WVU), Morgantown, WV  

Extension Specialist and Clinical Professor – Aquaculture (2/1999 to 4/2015) 

Identify needs and develop  professional development programs to engage, inform and educate extension 
faculty, land owners and state/federal agency staff on critical and relevant issues in the aquaculture industry. 
Teach course in Aquaculture to undergraduate students. Developed a research program from the ground up 
that addresses production and marketing issues facing the aquaculture industry in the state of West Virginia, 
collaborated with other faculty in planning and executing the Aquaculture Food and Marketing Development 
Project (secured $8M in grant funding). 

Selected contributions: 

 Balanced educational responsibilities with research and analysis; initially hired as Co-investigator 
and advanced to Coordinator in ’01, Principal Investigator in ’02 and the first-ever Aquaculture 
Project Leader at the university in ’07.  

 As Aquaculture Project Leader, recruited 28 faculty from a wide range of disciplines (Food Science, 
Resource Economics, Forestry, Fisheries and Wildlife, Marketing, Civil Engineering, Environmental 
Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Environmental Law and Horticulture), and provided vision and 
leadership in pinpointing challenges and opportunities for aquaculture development statewide. 

 Demonstrated the value of “impaired” mine water for aquaculture. 

 Shaped the future of policies and regulations for aquaculture as a member and Chair of the WV 
Aquaculture Advisory Board.  

 Developed facilities and presented sustainable methods for cold flowing water systems to grow trout 
by integrating aquaponics and methods for nutrient recovery. 

 

OWEN AND WILLIAMS FISH FARM, INC., Newton, GA  Fish Farm Supervisor (6/1995 to 7/1998) 

PINELAND PLANTATION, Newton, GA Fish Farm Supervisor (2/1987 to 6/1995) 
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